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The Kiwi

At the Breakout Camp in January 1992 God spoke to me that the national bird of New Zealand was
of particular prophetic significance. The Kiwi has a form which bows down. Over the years there

have been many words to the , Ki wi church®" that (
ni ficance in our | and. That outpouring, “in the
ening of such magnitude touching all the nations of the earth. I believe that God is saying that the

Kiwi church must be bent like the Kiwi bird with a spirit of lowliness, meekness and humility to suc-

cessfully carry and be an instrument in what God wishes to do in our nation and to the nations.

You will no doubt agree there is nothing flamboyant about the feathers of a Kiwi! This speaks of the

need to be clothed in humility. We must reject selfish ambition, self promotion and attitudes that

would seek to make a name for ourselves as we seek such a visitation.

In my subsequent reading about the Kiwi the point is often made that its

plumage looks more like fur than feathers. I believe there is prophetic

significance in John the Baptist being mantled with a camel fur cloak

and the Kiwi being mantled with a furry type plumage which is almost

identical in colour and texture (Matthew 3:4). [ believe God is saying

He wants to mantle the Kiwi Church with the prophetic spirit that was

on John the Baptist. What does this mean? It is quite clear today God is

restoring and releasing the prophetic ministry. Jesus identified true pro- &

phetic greatness in John the Baptist. We would do well to consider John ~

the Baptist and what Jesus had to say about him when we seek to identify genuine prophetic ministry.

Jesus said in Matthew 11:11-14 that John the Baptist was a great prophet with the same spirit as

Elijah. The major characteristic of EIlijah®"s gr e
anointing on his life to speak and act for God in such a way as to induce national reformation. We see

in 1 Kings 18 the significance of the Mount Carr
repentance (v37) and the result of national repentance achieved. When all the people saw the fire fall

they fell prostrate and c+Heed,s “Gohde. "L(ovr3d9,) He. e.s
whole returned to the Lord.

John the Baptist himself did not perform one miracle (John 10:41) but people from every walk of life

fl ocked to an isolated wilderness to hear his me
hand..” Mark 1:5. “The whole Judean countryside ¢
confessing their sins ..” Historians record that
impacted under the ministry of John the Baptist.

There was a unique preaching anointing in operation producing sweeping national repentance at all

|l evel s. Such was the spiritual visitation that I
tantly and were all wondering in their hearts if

The closing words of the Old Testament (Malachi 4:5-6) make reference to this unique anointing be-
ing released in these last days. A preaching anointing that produces national repentance. The fruit of
genuine reformation is when the core of society is touched. The core of our society is our families.

These verses in Malachi declare that there will be an anointing in the last days for relationships be-
tween fathers and children to be healed and reformed. The good news is that the last day church (and
in particular the Kiwi church!) is to carry this anointing! The Kiwi church is to seek this mantle with
the same fervour as Elisha sought the mantle of Elijah. 2 Kings 2:1-15



Interestingly there are other attributes of the Kiwi which speak graphically of John the Baptist and his
ministry:-

The Kiwi is only found in remote wilderness areas. Once again a parallel with John the Baptist who
was a “voice crying in the wilderness

The Kiwi lives almost exclusively on insects. Imagine the crunch when .
John the Baptist bit the heads off those wild locust!! (Matthew 3:4)
-The Kiwi"s bent form is a pl
of John the Baptist. When John was at the pinnacle of recognition, &
in fact the multitudes wereé§g
spirit is manifest in his di
will come, the thongs of whi

John did not take Christ"s &

mani fest this same spirit wlim

what is given him from heav G

must become [36ss.” (John 3:

The Kiwi has a strident long call that can carry several kilometres. This could speak once again of
John the Baptist, “.the voice of one
in these days is to raise up preacher
righteousness in Luke 3: 11-14). Noah was raised up, a preacher of righteousness as it was
in the days of Noah so shall it be at the coming of the Son of Man. In other words a feature
of the Kiwi church in the last days will be the manifestation of preachers of righteousness.

I believe God desires to, and is raising up preachers of righteousness. The Kiwi Church
is called and anointed in these last days to lift up its voice to this nation and the nations
with a message of righteousness.
After the Breakout camp I decided to investigate more fully the characteristics of the Kiwi. It was
absolutely fascinating. Here are some of its characteristics that can speak to us prophetically:

a) A Militant Church against the Powers of Darkness:

My view of the Kiwi used to be, and I think is commonly held, that it is a pas-
sive, timid, shy bird. Did you know that is far from the truth?! Here are some
M excerpts from books about the Kiwi which illustrate this:

“I'n the New Zeal and forest no wi
' Males in particular furiously defend their territory. This can involve headlong
) charges, vicious kicks with flashing claws. Any intrusion into his territory is
invitation to a no holds barred

boxing fight. They attacked each other furiously with their bills so that feath-
ers flew from their breasts. They rose up on one leg letting fly at one another
with their sharp clawed feet. The description of a Kiwi challenging an intruder goes like this,
“..a half whistle, half scream. The sent
Because nature has provided the bird with a tapered form it can plunge head first through the
dense undergrowth and at considerable speed. It moves at human running pace. It is in no mood
to disguise the weight and resolve of its footfall on the forest litter. Intimidation is the object.
There are no more calls. Just the ominous crunching of large and powerful feet on twigs and
leaves. It makes its final confrontation with head held high, bill tucked in, eyes glaring, feathers
ruffled to exaggerate its size. Then st
may have guessed by now the Kiwi reacts aggressively to trespassers!! Is this not an amazing

cry
s o

| der t !

battl e.

A fight between two Kiwis is described

arts tt



picture of the spiritual aggression that should be exhibited in the church?

Consider this aggression in the |light of Mat
until now the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful men lay hold of
it

We must not equate meekness and humility with apathy, passivity
or timidity. John the Baptist manifested a meek spirit. That was
not inconsistent with his bold preaching to the religious leaders.

“You brood of vipers, who w: o flee
wr at h. Produce fruit in k8@ epent a
his courageous confrontati ol “1t s
have your brother®s wife.. .t hen
John boldly and aggressively confronted the powers of darkness

through anointed preaching, a lifestyle of self denial, humility and

confrontation of sin. Satan! fell t
sault. The Kingdom of God advanced. God"s ki

in multitudes of lives. Jesus came on the scene. The assault continued but on an ever increas-
ing scale. The blind received sight, the lame walked those with skin diseases were healed, the
deaf heard, the dead were raised and the good news was preached to the poor. John the Bap-
tist and Jesus confronted devils aggressively as they trespassed on humanity. What view do
we have of the church? Militant and aggressive as depicted in the aggressive territorial traits
of our national bird? The truth is that we are in a spiritual battle so let us walk in that truth
and not be deceived into passivity. Let us therefore put on the full armour of God, so that
when the day of evil comes we may be able to stand our ground, and after we have done eve-
rything, to stand.”’ Ephesians 6:13.

A Church skilled in wielding the Word of God:

The Kiwi"s beak seems so out of proportion t

its mouth. This speaks graphically to us of our prophetic calling as a church. A call to speak
for God.

Revelation 19:13-1 5, “ He i s dressed in a robe dipped i
God. The armies of heaven were following Him riding on white horses and dressed in fine

linen, white and clean. Out of His mouth comes a sharp two-edged sword with which to

stri ke down the nations.”’

In Isaiah 11:1-4, Isaiah propheys of the coming of Christ the anointed one. Isaiah catalogues

the different anointing that will rest on Jesus: wisdom, understanding, counsel, power,

knowl edge, the fear of the Lord. Wi th these
with the rod of His mouth; with the breath o

Like Jesus we are called to speak for God; to send forth
His anointed word which will not return to us void but
will accomplish the purposes for which it is sent. Such
prophetic utterance is effective in striking down ruling
demon princes behind nations, binding the strongman
so we can spoil his goods. We are called to make disci-
ples of nations. To fulfil this calling, let us grow in the
anointing to launch and wield the sword of the spirit
from our lips decimating the enemy and thereby secur-
ing the nations as our inheritance.




A Church called to intercession and travail to bring forth Christ

The Kiwi egg and what it produces graphically speaks to us of our calling to travail to bring
forth overcoming life that will be sent to the nations. We are called first to bring forth so that
we may then go forth. Let us look at the cycle of reproduction and how it speaks to us of our
calling to intercession and travail:

Two Ovaries:
The Kiwi female is one of very few birds that have two ovaries. This speaks of a
double capacity for fruitfulness. In a unique way there is a calling to the Kiwi
church to fruitfulness. To reproduce Ch
not be released through us imitating, copying or relying on what we see overseas
and its input, but seeing our own unique calling to fruitfulness which will be re-
alized as we remain in Him and He in us. He will bear much fruit through us;
apart from Him we can do nothing.

Rich Yoke:
The Kiwi egg is 60% yoke. Most other eggs are around 20% yoke. The egg yoke
size is equivalent to the egg yolk size of an emus. The emus weigh 35 kilograms,
but you could compare the size of the brown Kiwi to the size of the average hen,
say 2 kilograms. The Kiwi egg is six times
the size of a hen egg. An ostrich egg is 1.5%
of its body weight. The Kiwi egg is 20% of
its body weight.

This speaks of the fact that God has called the
Kiwi church to dynamically bring forth the
spirit. Bringing forth those words and acts
which Jesus promised to His church as being ‘
those “greater works am going
to the Father”. Bringing forth and birt
and ministries that will be overcomers in the Spirit and go forth to the nations.

Loss of body weight
The Kiwi hen loses the equivalent of the egg weight in flesh when it produces an
egg. This speaks of dying to self as a prerequisite for birthing overcoming life
that will go forth into the world.

Immersion in water
When the Kiwi is ready to hatch its egg it is reduced to an ungainly waddle. The
flesh around its stomach is tight and inflamed. Then it does a peculiar thing — it
looks for water. It immerses itself. The water buoys up the burden of the weight
of the egg and softens the skin for what would otherwise be the impossible task
of |l aying the egg. This speaks of the Ki
vail of the Holy Spirit so that disciples that overcome and go forth may be

birthed.

ls'PauI experienced this. “My children
dEchildbirth until Christ is formed in
& | called to experience a spirit of prayer and supplication. In effect the Holy

Spirit praying through us that the will of the Father may be established
on the earth. Romans 8: 26 .1 n the
weaknesses. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
hi mself intercedes for us with groan



Birthing Life that overcomes and goes forth:
When the Kiwi chick hatches it is like an egg without a shell. Its belly is so dis-
tended with egg yolk that it cannot walk for about three days. It is fully feathered.
The parents never feed it because it lives off the yolk. After three days it is up and
foraging for itself on the forest floor. Most of you have seen a recently hatched
bird, maybe a casualty that has fallen from its
nest in high winds. They are blind, helpless and
naked. The Kiwi chick is different. It is very
mature when it hatches. Interestingly a Kiwi
chick does not have an egg tooth on the end of
its beak. Other species use this tooth to peck
around the egg from the inside when it is time
to hatch. Not so the Kiwi chick. There is no
gentle pecking. The chick uses its powerful
legs to break out. It has sufficient maturity and strength to bust through the con-
straints of the egg shell when it is time to come forth.

1 Joh~sf br: 4devVeryone born of God overcomes
called to break out of the Laodicean spirit of this age which produces Christian life
which is “wretched, pitiful, poor , bl i ni

Voracious feeding and fasting:

A Kiwi hen may only lay one egg per season. When pregnant with the egg she vo-
raciously feeds. For the final week of pregnancy
she fasts for the simple reason that the egg al-
most fills her body cavity. This is a clear picture
of the need to devour the Word of God. Also,
God wants to motivate us to embrace the fasting
discipline. This will come simply because of the
intensity of the burden He is releasing in the
church.

A church called to partnership in the Gospel:

The Kiwi is one of few birds which mates for

life. 1t is common to heat
ing. The male and females calling out in har-

mony together. The female hatches the egg, the

male sits on the egg.

Paul in Philippians 1: 4 s:
for all of you, I always pray with joy because of

your partnership in the gospel from the first day

unt il now.” The hatching
new life that is born of God that goes forth with

overcoming strength, 1John 5:4. However, no-

tice that this hatching is a product of the life-

long relationship of the Kiwi female and male

birds.

I believe God is saying that to see a sustained
move of the Holy Spirit and a birthing of His
further purposes we must be committed to the
networking of our churches and ministries. In
fact God would have us be convinced that not
one individual ministry or denomination will be

Above is an x-ray of a pregnant kiwi.




instrumental in this move of the Holy Spirit unless that individual, ministry, or denomination is
committed to such relationships. The lifelong mating speaks strongly to us of relationships that
are not superficial but are committed and will not give way in times of testing.

A church called to be strong in discernment:

Did you know that no other bird in the world has nostrils on the end of its bill? Did you know

that the Kiwi is the only bird that hunts by smell? It plunges its bill full length into the ground

and sniffs out its worms. Did you know that a Kiwi is extremely short sighted but has acutely

good hearing? It has abnormally large ears for bird of its size. Did you know that it is the only

bird with long whiskers? They act as short range radar for the bird to make its way in dark con-

strictive places. These attributes strongly speak of the prophetic ministry! Consider this. The pro-

phetic ministry relies on revelation from God and therefore is not sourced in what can be known

by human means. The temptation is to make assessment of people and situations by what we see.

The exhortation to us as a prophetic peopl e
over the selection of the next king from Dayv
sider his appearance or his height for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things

man | ooks at. Man | ooks at the outward appea

The Kiwi does not rely on its own ability to see because it is short sighted but relies on external
stimulus on its ears, nose and feelers and then makes a judgment. I believe God is saying that
this attribute of the Kiwi is a promise to the Kiwi Church that He will bring us an increased abil-
ity to hear His voice, greater release in the gifts of discernment, and a release of a spirit of identi-
fication whereby we feel His heart of intercession and
compassion.

A church called to endure and to receive what is promisec

What sort of commitment is required to bring forth a Kiwi
chick?

Patience and commitment:
The incubation period for a Kiwi egg is 84
days. As a general rule egg incubation is
around 40 days. In other words it takes twice as long to incubate a Kiwi.

I became a Christian in 1972. Since that time I have often heard proclaimed that
New Zealand is going to experience a significant awakening. It seems to have taken

so |l ong coming! Well, |l et us be encour a
to imitate those who through faith and |
brews 6:12.

Self denial:

The male sits on the egg. His food intake reduces to about a third what it is nor-
mally. This could be a simple picture of prayer and fasting as an essential ingredient
in bringing forth this national awakening. No doubt that bird would
love to be out there gorging on insects but it has decided, for the sake
of bringing forth new life, it will deny itself.

Remember the Kiwi male is an extremely territorial bird. Interestingly
though, when the male bird is incubating an egg, it will tolerate sig-
nificant invading of its territorial rights without rising up in its own
defence. Similarly those who have dedicated themselves to seeing an
outpouring of the Spirit in this nation will go through experiences
where the temptation exists to rise up in defence of your own rights
and reputation.




This strong territorial trait and partnership trait of the Kiwi lends itself to another

interesting characteristic. The offspri.

tory. The young birds can be hindered in finding a mate and so reproducing be-
cause of the defensive territorial characteristics of its parents. What is our atti-
tude when we are threatened by young ministry which may even exhibit fruitful-
ness or potential for fruitfulness in excess of our own? Let us guard against atti-
tudes that would squeeze them out, or not make a way for them, under the guise
that we consider them immature. Could that be a cover for our own insecurity?

Pleasing God rather than man:
When the male bird commits itself to the
long incubation period it sets about pluck-
ing out a large patch of feathers around its
bottom. There is now a large pink bald
patch which makes immediate skin contact
with the egg thereby imparting the maxi-
mum amount of warmth. I am sure if you
were that Kiwi you would feel not a little
stupid and embarrassed by your little bald
pink patch!

In times of revival there are demonstra-
tions of the spirit in repentance and Holy
Spirit travail that, from a human point of
view, appear embarrassing and stupid. Are
we going to exhibit that degree of commitment that will not restrict our obedi-
ence to the Holy Spirit to that which is humanly palatable but be focused on
pleasing the Father no matter how we may be misunderstood or rejected?

Not devouring one another:
The Kiwi egg has a very thin shell. When the bird sits on the egg there is a pair
of huge legs with razor sharp talons resting right next to the egg. If the bird
leaves the nest too often to gratify its own desire for food it may be at the ex-
pense of slashing the thin egg shell. As soon as this occurs the bird sets about to
devour the contents of the egg. If anything will abort a move of the Spirit it is a
tongue that lashes out against other members of the Body of Christ. Gal 5:13-15

“You, my brothers, were called to be fr
dul ge the sinful natur e; rat her serve O]
The entire |l aw is summoned up in a sing
yourself.® “If you keep on biting and d
be destroyed by each other."”

The Great Commission:

One of the books on the Ki wi states, o

habitat range of the Kiwi. Essentially it is a bird of the forest floor where it finds
shelter. But it is encountered between sea level and the sub alpine range of about
1,000 meters. Its footprints may be seen on sand dunes and covering snow drifts.
The Kiwi |ives in burrows. |t has
choose any one. It can be seen at

These facts speak of the Kiwi church having a broad habitat range. It is to be
seen throughout the whole worl d i

many
any o]

n obed,]
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The Kiwibés identity crisis!!
Here are some facts about the Ki wi
If you took off its beak it would be more like an animal than a bird.
It does not have wings or a tail. It has furry mole like head with whiskers

It*"s shaggy co
fur than feathers.

It forages nocturnally based
on its strong sense of smell.

It has stout legs and agile feet
which make up
body weight.

Its body temperature is 38°C,
bird"s aver@ge
- (38°C is the temperature

level for mammals).

Its bones are filled with
marrow like a mammal,
rather than air sacs like a
bird.

It has a strong earthy smell.
Birds do not normal smell at
all.

One percent of birds have two ovaries. All mammals have two. The Kiwi has two.

The 80 day egg incubation period is the length of the pregnancy of the average mammal.
An egg normally has an incubation period of 40 days.

It has thick leathery skin, once again more akin to a mammal than a bird.

Can you blame it if it was to suffer a major identity crisis! The bird cannot even fly!! Surely birds that
cannot fly would have a problem with infer.i
shadow of a golden eagle in full flight passed over it!!

God would have us shake off inferiority and accept our calling and identity as a nation of intercessors
and prophets. Travailing to bring forth, for the church to go forth to the nations with the Word of God
in its mouth.

Grant Buchanan
150 Seddon Street
Pukekohe
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